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Minuteman Bikeway Brochure 
in Miniature, 2002 




Minuteman Bikeway 

America's Most Celebrated Bike Path ’ 
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Bikeway Basics 



KEEP 
RIGH ? 




Guidelines for Sharing the Path 


Location: Bedford, Lexingtwi, ArUr^ton, and CanAildge, 
Atessachusetts. 

LensUi; 11 miles, with rnile-markef puts. 

Terrain: Level. 

Surface: Asphalt pavement, 12 feet wide. 

Hours: Open 5:0(teun-9:00pn), yesu’-round. 

Uses: Bicycling, waikh^, jogg^, ki-line sletir^, 

cross«Kintry skiing. Ho motorized vehides 
allowed, except for motorized wheeldtaks. 

The bileway is not plowed in winter (except 
near Alewife Station). 

Webstte: www.Minut«nanBikewav.org 

Map: See reverse side for a detafled map and directions. 

Rsfoeshments and toilets: Available at Bedford Freight Hcxse 

(seasonal outhouses), Lex»^t<m Visitor's Ceitter, iUewife 

Station, and nearby busings districts along the bikew^. 


General Guidelines for ALL Bikeway Users 
* gygilYeafe REEF TO THE RIGHT exceotto pass. 

B Look careMty befwe aitoring or crtosf(« ti» Nkewsy. 

B Pass on dtel^ only vdtenafe. Give an atxiible warning before 
pasing ana^ bflievwy laer. 
e ^eaceo^etostz^atallfot^ectinB. 

B When stopping, msw off the pai^emeflt to aSowoth^ bikeway users 


B Yield to emergency and msinlenancevehid^ 
■ For bikeway tgdates on the web, see www.MM 


Bicyciing 

« Helmets tfe recommend for state bsw 

forchiWnsi underl3. 

t» Stop yoto bicycle. If necessry, to yield or to prevent an aeddent. 
Bicyclists iTHBt yi^ to pedestrians. 

■ BicycBsts may ride two-abreast only when safe (wftwi toe 
bfllewayisuncravKled). Never ride toree« more 

a K^le heacRight is reared when riding at 

s Ride at a safe speed. (When toe bikeway n crowded, you tr^ht need 
to slow down.) 

Walidr^ 

B Keep to the right when watkb^ or on toe {»to. 


The Mnutsnian ftkeway connects to the Alewlfo M8TA 
Station in Combndse, providing transportotion access 
to subway and bus service. 


in-Line Skating 


a Skate single file when the bikeway is busy, 
a S{ateatasafe$p^,andbepi^rodtostopaidder%. 

Common Courtesy 


See you on 
the bikeway! 


•• • 

ComnUttee 

Town Manners Office 

CanriM-H^ic 

Ban If 

OurtwftofikasreteCBtBdls 
CsrArMaB.Bcimefle.Arlk^en, 
lodnctm, Bedford, sod Buri- 


Lextigun.MAOZ'fiO 

Bedford aicyde Comnrittea 

■ »; 

Town Administrstor's Office 

Bedford Town HbU 


Bedford. MA 01730 

781-275-1111 

for focdOow near Ow bSeww, 
www.caiiils 1 dResav 1 nsR.com in>d>efflaaaftt)Mrmm>d<e. 
































































Minuteman Bikeway 


Coming Attractions 


Bedford, Lexington, Artlngton, and Cambridge — Massachusetts 


A decade after its com^detfon, dw Minutonan Bikeway continues to inspire 
cwnmunity-reUted imjwovements alwig its historic corridor - including 
these projects currently in the wceio; 

The future B«iford Depot Park wRt enhance the Bedford termfruis of the 
Minuteman Bikew^ wfto improved lancbcapins, public sanitary facilities, 
new benches and ll^ng, wd increased public ^king. A retired Boston 
ft Maine Raitroad passenger car has already been thought on site for 
restoration, in sddftion. toe 1870$ R^troal Depot and Freight House 
structures have bean purchased for Wstcrlc presen«*ion. When ram- 
^eted, Bedford’s Depot Park is esgsected to be a model transportaticm 
enhancement project, funded vdth federal TEA-21 mcmey. For more 
information, see www.bedfofcideixrt.Qfg on the web. 

The Lexington Center Depot vdll soon become a Towlst and Btoibit 
Center, in association with the Lexington Htotorical Society. Oi the 
bikeway sW^ under thed^’s train shed, bikeway users can pur¬ 
chase drinks wvl snadu at the depot’s former "tidwt windows.” In 

( front of Depot Sqt^, the reconstructed Emery Park wilt feature 
widmed sidew^, new pt&lic benches, and a loading area for local 
Lto^ess bus passengers. Project completirsn te expected in 2003. 


Map Legend 


Getting Here 

By bteycle: Plan a local bike route to toe \ ^ 

A^uteman Bt1<eway tslng the Eastern Mas- 'x ^ 
sachusetts Blende Mi^ or Boston's BikeMap, 
available at local bike shops end bookstores. \ 

By fHJbtte transportation: The Alewlfe'T* Station, 

at toe east end of toe Mnuteman Sikew^, provides \ 

access to/from toe metro-BMton sutwmy system (via the \ 

Red Line) as well as numenxts bus routes. For routes and 
sdiedutes, visit the Massachusetts BayTransportatfrm Authority 
(MBTAt website at www.mbte.com. or call 617-222-3200 itoll-free: ^ 

1-800-392-8100). 

By ear to BecUord: Coming fr«n interstate 95 (MA-Rte 126), take exit 
318 for Rcxjtes 4/225 North toward Bedfwd. Proceed 1.1 mile, then turr 
left on Loomis St Go to end of street to intersection with South Rd. 
Bikeway is adjacent to the Freight Horse building. 

By car to Ariington/Lexington; JMunIcipat parking lots are available in 
Lexington Center and Arlington Center (see m^), near the bikeway. 

By car to Alewlfe/Can^t^e: Take Route 2 toward Cambridge, ard 
enter the Alewife 'T” Station parking garage. (Parking fee charged upon 
exiting.) Bikeway is to the west of toe station. 


rteove; Volunteers/Vom the Explorer 
Stouts help patrol the biketmy during 
the summer months. 


Right: Mo^^ tree-lined, the Minuteman 
&keway serves as a sanic, linear green¬ 
way that eonnects numerous publie parks, 
wetlonds, ond tonservotfon veas. 


When I see an adult 
on a bicycle, I do not 
despair for the future 
of the human race.” 


Bikeway Map: AOipted from the version 
an Boston’s BikeMc^. C Rubel BtkeMaps. 
Reprinted with permisdon from RUbel 


H. G. Weils 


Bicycles ve allowed on AABTA Commuter Iteil and subway trains (Red, 
Orange, and BUje Lines] all day oi weekends and durirtg off^ieak hours 
on weekdays (Mon-Fn; 10am-2pm and after 7:30pm). You do nM need a 
special pass to bring your bike on toe T, so it’s easy! 


Wear a Helmet 


Accidents h^pen sometime, and it’s Important N. 
to protect your head in case of sudden impact. We n 
stronriv un» cverwne to waer a protective helmet 
white bleycKng or inline skating. 

Fv more Infomation, visit toe Bicycle Helmet Safety 
Institute’s website at www.bhsi.ora . 


Bicycle Maps and 
Touring information 

Massadiusetts im scxne of the best bicycle maps in 
the country. Fch* areas near toe Minuteman Bikeway, 
we surest Boston's BIkeMap, toe Eastern Massa¬ 
chusetts Bicycle Map, and Cape Cod ft Norto 
Shore {Hcycke In addition to recommended 

bicycle routes and paths, these regional bicycle 
ma^ contain information on local mountain-bScfog 
areas, bicycle shops, ice-cream sh^s, BftBs, rag- 
road connections, state parks aid campgrounds, 
and pkntc areas. For more infonnation, visit 
Rubel BIkemaps’ website at www.blkem8os.com . 

For information abcxjt bicycle touring In Mesa- 
dtusstts, visit www.massb1ke.QrB/touring on toe 
web. 


Share 
the Road 


state law considm the bicycle a fully Intimate 


' re^xmsibiy - and toare toe road > 
with others. 

You have transportation ( Q 
choices. To helper traffic 
congestion, consider waUcing, bicy- 
ding, or taking public tran^^tion N 
for short-distance ctestinations. You’ll 
probably enjtqr your trip more, and we will 
have one less car on toe road. 


For a Listing of local bike stores near the 
Mimiteman Bflseway (many of which 
bfcydes), refer to the MassBike website at 


For safety and better performance, we encourage you 
to have b^ professionally serviced (tuned up) at 


least once per year. 


Open Spaces 

The AMiuteman Bikeway borders many open space areas, 
toe largest of vtolch is Arlini^'s <^eat Meadows (shown 
in irfioto at right with birsway in foregrourKl), located in 
East Lexington. 

Comprising 183 acres, Ariingtwi's Great Meadows is one 
of toe largest puMtely ovm^ open spaces in the area. 
Mostly laidlocked with limited roadway access, the area is 
best reached from the bikeway in East Lexington. 

For those interested in steji^ing off the bikeway, Great 
Meadows offers miles of trails suitable for hiking, bird¬ 
watching, botanizing, and cross-country dding. A ratural 
wetlands in the MyStk River Watershed region, this land 
also serves to contrd flooding in the area. 

For more information, see the FrfCTds of Ariington's Great 
Meadows website at www.foaam.org. 

Ahove: TVvo bieydes resting on the bmks of Spy Pond in 
Arlington. The fOO-ocre pond is a seenie hi^ point along 
the bikeway. 

Right; Arlington's Great Meadows in Lexington, with 
the Minuteman Bikewt^ in the foreground. 


PHOTO CREDCrS; Unteu eUtsrvrtselnacsted, pitotBSsracBUrtevcf 
the Artingtan Bfeyde lUMtary Catn m i aee . 



Beyond the Minuteman Bikeway 

Bicycle rotAes: The roadways around toe Mkiuteman Bikeway offer seme of the 
best bicycling areas in New England. For recommended bike-tourSig and transportation 
routiK, check out the Massachusetts Bicycle Mc^s, Boston's SikeMsp, and toe Sicyding 
Street Smarts guide - available at area bike shops and bookstores. 

AMiitl'Use paths rsear 1^ Minuteman Bilteway: 

■ Narrow-Gauge Rall-rraH (Bedford). Stone-dust frail near the end of the Minuteman 
Bikeway in Bedford to North Billerica; see bikeway map above for location. 

B Reformatory Branch Rall-TTaS (Bedford, Concord). Unpaved trail from the end of 
the AMnutsman Bikeway in Bedford, ending near the historic Old North Bridge in 
Concord; see bikeway map for location. 

e Battle Road Trail - Mnute Man Notlawl Historical Park (Lexington, Lincoln, 
Concord). Stone-dust trail providing cycling and walk^ access to the national 
park’s histortcal and natural resource areas; looted beyond the bikeway map. 

■ Fitchburg Cutoff Bike Path (Belmont). Unpaved rafl-trail from northwest comer of 
Alewife AASTA station to Brighton St. near the Cambridge-Beimont line. 

m Linear Park Poth / Somervflfe Commuidty Path (Cambridge, Somerville). Paved bfl<e 
paths from Alewife station in North Cambridge to Davb Square and beyond in 
Somerville; see map above. Plans are under way to extend tois path to B«ton. 

■ Charles River Bike Paths (Boston. Cambridge, Watertovm). 14-m«« paved loop 
traveling alongside b^h banks of the Chaiies River fmn the Museum of Science 

in Bostwi to Watertown, passing through the Bostem Esplanade; located beyomi toe 
bikeway map. 

For a complete listing of bike patos in AAassachusetts ftioto existing and future), see 
MassBike’s informative wd»fte at www.msssb8{e.org/bfl<ewav5. 

Want mors bike paths? Dozens of proposed bflre patos are stflt waiting to be built 
in AtassaefnisefrS. To help support future bSteways, join the Massachusetts Bicycle 
Coalfticm (AAassBSce) and Rails-to-TraRs Conservancy — see contact info on reverse side. 
You can also get liwolved in you* local community to promote bike-path (xojects. 




